DOWNTOWN

There are many shared
use paths and 3 non-
motorized bridges,
making it safe and
convenient to cross

the river and get

around downtown.

WHERE TO RIDE

BIKE LANES

Bike Lanes, typically located on busier streets, are
designated with a white stripe and bike symbols.
Though only separated from traffic by paint, cars are
not allowed in bike lanes.

PROTECTED BIKE LANE

A Protected Bike Lane is an exclusive bike facility that
is physically separated from the road and distinct from
the sidewalk. Be cautious of people crossing to access
adjacent sidewalks.

SHARED USE PATH

Shared Use Paths are typically separate from traffic and
used by people biking, walking, and rolling. Be courteous

of other users, especially those traveling at a slower pace,
and always yield to pedestrians.

CROSSWALKS

Crosswalks exist at every intersection, whether or not
they are marked. People riding bikes in crosswalks have
all the rights and responsibilities as pedestrians, meaning
drivers must yield to them. However, people biking must
give vehicles time to stop before entering crosswalks.

SIDEWALKS

Though discouraged in the City of Missoula, bikes are
permitted on sidewalks by state law. When biking on a
sidewalk: go slow, yield to pedestrians, give an audible

SHARROWS

Shared Lane Markings, or Sharrows, are often placed in the
center of vehicle travel lanes to indicate that people on bikes
can and should use the full travel lane. Sharrows are mostly
used on Neighborhood Greenways and short sections of
busier streets that do not have enough room for bike lanes.

NEIGHBORHOOD GREENWAYS

Neighborhood Greenways are less busy, low speed, low
stress streets prioritized for people biking and walking.
Intersections with busy streets can be difficult to navigate,
though the City is working to enhance these crossings.

ROUNDABOUTS

People on bikes can navigate roundabouts in 2 ways:
Ride in the lane with traffic (always circling
counter-clockwise)

Exit the roadway; riding on the sidewalk and
crossing at designated crosswalks.

BIKE CROSSING

Dedicated bike signals are placed in areas where primary
commuter trails cross busy intersections. To activate
the signal, wait in the green box on the ground.
The bike crossing will signal green at the same
time drivers get a left turn arrow. Anticipate
vehicles in the intersection but not driving
through the bicycle crossing.

PARKS AND TRAILS

Visit missoulaparks.org for detailed maps and
information on Missoula’s trails, parks, and open spaces.

signal when passing, and use caution when crossing
driveways and intersections.

INVOLVED IN A CRASH?

e Call 911 even if you don't believe you're hurt. Crashes can be
scary, embarrassing, and cause worry about financial

WAY T0 GO!
MISSOULA

Earn monthly rewards from local businesses when you
bike for transportation. The Way to Go! Trip Planner lets
you see all of your transportation options in one place
and even offers bike routes based on level of comfort.

WAYTOGO.MISSOULAINMOTION.COM

implications. Adrenaline makes you think you're not injured
when you might be. Obtain driver and witness contact info.
Document everything. Police reports help the City address
safety issues.

 Whether or not you file a police report, submit your incident to
bikemaps.org.

MISSOULA

VIEW THE
MAP ONLINE:

M ¥) missoula in motion
SEE COMMUTING DIFFERENTLY,

BIKING IN MISSOULA

Biking is a large part of Missoula culture. Relatively flat, much of the city is laid
out in a grid and has many facilities to support bike travel. When you choose to
bike, you're making a healthy choice for you, your bank account, and the
environment!

Riding a bike should be comfortable for people of all ages and abilities. The City
of Missoula strives to expand local transportation options so all community
members have safe, convenient, affordable, and sustainable ways to get around.

New to biking in Missoula? Reach out if you have questions, want help planning
a route, or need additional assistance.

RESOURCES

BIKE REGISTRATION

Missoula police recover hundreds of bikes per year, but few make it back
to their owners. Register your bike for FREE with 529 Garage to make it
easier for law enforcement to return your bike if recovered.

PRD'JECT GO TO PROJECT529.COM/MISSOULAPD
If your bike is lost or stolen:
e Contact the Missoula Police Department to file your report.

PROTECTED Call 406-552-6300.

[REGISTERED!] e Log into your 529 Garage account and click “Report a Theft”".

BIKE AUCTION

Unable to return all of the recovered bicycles to their owners, the Missoula Police
Department hosts bike auctions several times each year. Call (406) 552-6312 to
learn more about the next bike auction or to report an abandoned bicycle.

BIKES ON BUSES

Every Mountain Line bus is equipped with a bike rack that can
hold up to 3 bicycles so you can conveniently bike from the
bus stop to your final destination. Electric bicycles are allowed,
however, the racks do not accommodate fat-tire bikes.

Learn more at: MOUNTAINLINE.COM

BICYCLE SAFETY

RIDE WITH TRAFFIC IN A STRAGHT LINE

Always ride the same direction as traffic and in as straight
a line as possible. Do not weave in and out of parked cars.
If there's no parking allowed on the street, ride at least 3
feet away from the curb to avoid debris.

SCAN THE ROAD AHEAD

At intersections, watch for pedestrians and turning cars.
When mid-block, watch for cars pulling out of driveways,
alleys and parking spaces. Make eye contact with other
drivers and always yield to pedestrians.

AVOID CAR DOORS

Ride at least 3 feet from parked cars and be alert to car
doors opening suddenly. Drivers: look for bikes before
opening your door. Crack the door, pause, and then continue
to open, giving a bicyclist a chance to avoid a collision.

CHANGING LANES

Before changing lanes or leaving the bike lane, look behind
v you for traffic, then signal your movement. When it is safe,

" Ll change lanes. Traffic in the lane you want to move into has
the right of way.

| SSIENAL

MAKING LEFT TURNS

Ways to make a left turn:
Look, signal, and merge into turn lane, making the turn
as a motor vehicle.
At a signalized intersection, turn slightly right then hard
left and set up to ride straight with the signal change.

RULES OF THE ROAD

ALWAYS RIDE WITH TRAFFIC
OBEY ALL TRAFFIC SIGNS AND SIGNALS

RIDE WITH A LIGHT AT NIGHT
YIELD TO PEDESTRIANS
USE HAND SIGNALS

BIKE LIGHTS

Free bike lights and replacement batteries are available at
Missoula In Motion's office located in City Hall. Lights keep you
safe and are required by law.

FREE CYCLES

Missoula's community bike shop offers free use of tools and
workstations, BikeWell classes, and the opportunity to build
your own bike for free. Call for more information: 406-541-7284

FIX IT STATIONS

Bicycle repair stations are conveniently located around town
and available to the public. These stations often have common
basic tools and air. Look for the wrench on the map.

MY CITY BIKES

Download MyCityBikes Missoula app for a simple, mobile
resource to inspire beginning riders.

WINTER BIKING

Biking in Missoula can be a safe, enjoyable experience year round. There are
accessories designed specifically for winter riding, but many everyday bikes
can work well, too. Here are our top tips for winter riding:

@ Lower the pressure in your tires or consider purchasing studded tires.

© Lower your seat to have a lower center of gravity.

© Add fenders - helpful in all seasons, but especially in winter.

AVOID THE RIGHT HOOK

Be alert for drivers speeding up and then slowing
down as they pass you. Do not pass cars on the right
near intersections; you will be in the driver’s blind
spot. Do not rely on other drivers’ turn signals.

WRONG WAY RIDING

Riding against traffic is unpredictable and unsafe. Drivers
turning at intersections, exiting driveways, or leaving
parking spaces are not expecting wrong-way bicyclists.
Also, the force of a head on collision is higher.

EYE CONTACT WITH TURNING DRIVERS

When stopped at driveways and intersections many
drivers are looking left for a gap in traffic. If riding on the
sidewalk, approach with caution and make eye contact if
possible before crossing.

PASSING

Announce your intent to pass when approaching
people walking or biking on the trail. Use your voice -
“on your left” - be loud enough to be heard, or ring your
bike bell.

CROSSING RAILROAD TRACKS

Cross railroad tracks at a right angle to avoid getting your
front wheel caught. Slow down and look behind you for
traffic. Change your lane position if necessary and return
to your original position after crossing the tracks.

Expanded bicycle safety tips can be found at cyclingsavvy.org/streetsmarts



https://www.google.com/search?q=Free+cycles&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS893US894&oq=Free+cycles&aqs=chrome..69i57j35i39j46i175i199i457i512j0i512l5j0i390l2.3361j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

